
How to create a repeat tile in Adobe Photoshop: (Alternative 
Method) 
Basics: By Tori Grace Cole 
Please note the first 8 points are the same as my previous ‘how to’. 
  
Cleaning up a print in Photoshop:  
This technique is useful if you have an illustrative piece that you want to turn into a repeat 
pattern.  

1. As a rule, always create a duplicate of your work. One to keep as an original and one 
as a copy to work on.  

2. Check the resolution on the original print. Next cut each motif from the original print 
using the lasso tool and open each one individually on a new page. Be sure to check 
the resolution is the same for each one.  

3. Go into each page and change the colour mode to RGB, you do this by going to 
‘Image’- ‘Mode’- ‘RGB’ . 

4. Go to ‘Image’- ‘Mode’- ‘Index Colour’ and reduce the number of colours you are 
using. If this was going into production for a high street company for example the 
standard rule is 8. Remember the less colours you use, the cheaper it will be to print 
and manufacture.  

5. With each individual motif, you must check if it's pixelated. You can check this by 
going into each page individually and zoom in slightly. If the motif is pixelated you will 
need to touch up the areas, but this may take some time. It can be easily done by 
using the paint bucket tool and adding fill colours to areas, but this doesn't always 
turn out great.  

6. Save each motif individually.  
 
Creating a repeat tile in Photoshop: 

1. Create a new document roughly the size you would like the tile ie. 18cm x 18cm, 
making sure the resolution is the same as your motifs.  

2. Once you have each individual motif separated and cleaned up, it might be a good 
idea to refer back to your original illustration. If you want something similar to this, 
you could always place the original artwork on the first layer. Reduce the opacity and 
lock it in place.  

3. This is where things are different. Next go to ‘View’  on the top menu. Firstly,  make 
sure ‘Extras’  are ticked, then go into ‘Show’  and tick ‘Guides’+ ‘Canvas Guides’ + 
’Smart Guides’ . Next go into ‘Snap To’  (Again in the ‘View’ menu) and tick ‘Guides’ .  

4. Next you need to add the guides. To do this, again go into ‘View’  in the top menu and 
select ‘New Guide’ . You need to create two guides going horizontally and vertically 
across the centre of your document (if you created an 18cm document you just divide 
the measurement by 2, which is 9cm).  

5. Next go back into the ‘View’  menu and make sure ‘Lock Guides’  is ticked. This will 
prevent them from moving once you adjust your tile. The complicated bit is over.  

6. Start by placing the motifs on individually starting from the centre and creating a ‘+’ 
on the page using the guides to help you. making sure none of them touch the edge. 



You must make sure you are happy 
with the placement before you 
proceed. I recommend saving a copy 
before you continue.  

7. Next you need to merge all the motifs 
layers together. To do this, highlight all 
the layers, excluding the background 
layer and right click, press ‘Merge 
Layers’ . 

8. Next you must cut the pattern into four 
pieces using the guides to help you. 
On the tools menu, select the 
‘Rectangular Marquee Tool’  (the top 
right tool listed on the tools panel). 
Carefully select one of the squares 
making sure it snaps to the guides.  

9. Make sure your motifs layer is 
selected, right click and press 
‘Layer Via Cut’ . you need to do 
this for each of the squares. 
Remember to reselect the main 
motif layer each time.  

10. I recommend you rename the 
layers ABCD. Then you must 
move each tile to its opposite 
corner (I.e swap A+D and B+C).  

11. Now you have a fully repeating 
tile. Next job is to fill in the empty space with the rest of your motifs.  

12. If you still have the original pattern as a guide for positioning, be sure to unlock and 
remove this layer. Again be sure to save the final outcome. Multiple times if you've 
made any adjustments so you have copies. 
 

Here is an example of my tile put into a repeat. Notice 
how evenly distributed the motifs are with an equal 
amount of white space between each.  
It definitely takes practice to figure out the spacing etc 
however now knowing both these two techniques, it 
might be good to see which you prefer. This technique 
might be useful for a different style and vice versa.  

 
Please return to my previous ‘How to’ for more 
information including:  

● Creating a spec sheet for the tile:  
● How to fill a shape with a repeat tile:  

 
  


