
Insightful Illustration Techniques and things you should know 
about: 
Basics: By Tori Grace Coleman 
 
Default keyboard techniques: 
I definitely recommend taking some time out to test these techniques. Even if you don't find it 
particularly useful for what you’re working on right now it's great to have these skills in the 
back of your mind. They save a lot of time and are effective.  
 
How to copy drag an Item into place: 
This is a quick alternative to Copy and Paste (‘Cmd’+ ’C’. ‘Cmd’+ ‘V’) 

1. First click on the item you would like to copy. Press ‘Alt’ and drag the second copy to 
where you would like it placed. 

 
How to copy and paste an item continuously:  

2. First click on the item you would like to copy. Press ‘Alt’ and drag the second copy to 
where you would like it placed (i.e just below the original text with 2mm in between) 

3. Next you can press ‘Cmd’ + ‘D’. This will continuously paste the item with the 
following pattern (I.e 2mm in between each piece of text). 

 
 Final steps: How to clean up a document:  

1. Click ‘Cmd’+ ‘Y’. This will show your document as only lines and anchor points. It's 
pretty common on Illustrator that during your process you make some extra anchor 
points or perhaps not fill in a shape.  

2. ‘Object’- ‘Path’- ‘Clean up’. This should remove all the excess unused bits off your 
document.  
 

How to round corners of a shape:  
1. First select your shape, go to ‘Effect’- ‘Stylize’- ‘Round Corners’. Select preview and 

adjust the settings accordingly.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Things you should know about: 
These are just useful things that I’ve recently discovered. I wish someone had pointed them 
out to me sooner.  
 
Stroke Details:  
If you have not got the ‘Stoke’ tools visible in 
your layout, go to ‘Window’- ‘Stoke’ and I 
recommend adding it to the right side of your 
screen under ‘Colours’ and ‘Swatches’.  
Here you will find various stoke settings.  

● The Cap setting is best when you 
have lines with a start and an end. 
You can set the line to have a 
rounded edge rather than a flat 
square edge. Or if you're working on a 
maze shape etc you want the end 
point to carry on a few MM.  

● The Corner setting is best when working with shapes. Whether you want the corners 
of the shapes to be square, rounded or flat.  

● Finally the Align Stroke setting looks at where the outline on the shape is placed. 
Naturally when you increase the shape's stroke width, it increases both inside and 
outside the shape. But here you can see it so that stoke sits inside or outside the 
shape.  
 

Shape Builder Tool:  
This is a fantastic tool to create new shapes or shadow effects without 
having to draw a shape from scratch.  

● You’ll find this tool in the tools menu on the left hand side of your 
screen. It looks like two circles and an arrow.  

● One you have a series of shapes, select them all and click on the ‘Shape Builder 
Tool’. Remember that when using this tool, layers do not matter and you can click 
different areas to make them individual shapes. (Red). 

● If you click and drag across the whole area, it will make the various shapes combine 
to create a single outline. (Blue). 

● If you press ‘Alt’ and click and drag it can take away areas. (Yellow). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Clipping Masks:  
If you’re trying to fill a shape/ text/ or a group of shapes with an image you need to use the 
clipping mask tool.  

1. Depending on your original artwork, I suggest if you’re using text and you’re happy 
with the details, keep it as a font. A single shape is simple, however if you’ve turned 
your text into an outline or you have numerous shapes you want to fill, highlight all 
the shapes/ letters, go to ‘Object’- ‘Compound Path’- ‘Make’. 

2. Next, import your image and place it behind the 
shapes/ text.  

3. Then go to ‘Object’- ‘Clipping Mask’- ‘Make’. This 
should fill the shape/ text with the image.  

4. You can still move the image placement if you 
are unhappy or even scale the image to create 
the correct aesthetic, it's tricky but select your 
shape/ text then click around the edge within the 
parameters of the image.  

This was my example, notice how I've played with the text by turning it into outlines, taking 
out the holes within the letters and adjusting some of the lines to create more connection 
between the words. Also see the blue lines is the outline of the image, so I am able to resize 
and change the placement of the image. 
 
If your document is struggling to operate due to the file being big:  
Such a useful tip but please remember to set it back once you’re finished.  

1. First go to ‘Effect’- ‘Document Raster Effect Settings…’ 
2. Change the resolution from 300 to 72. This is only to be used while you're working. 

You must reset this once you are finished otherwise you might lose resolution when 
saving it etc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Colour Tips Online:  
 
https://colorhunt.co 
This is a great sight to find a small colour palette, whether that's for a mini project or 
something bigger, it shows lots of variations of a 4 tone colour palette. What I usually do to 
get this onto illustrator or photoshop to work from is screen shot the colour palette and then 
use the eyedropper tool to select various colours.  
 
https://www.grabient.com  
This is a fantastic sight with various colour gradient options. If you want to insert a gradient 
into a shape on illustrator, select the shape, go to ‘Window’- ‘Gradient’. On the ‘Gradient 
Slider’, double click on one of the colours. In the top right hand corner of the new pop up, it 
has a small arrow, if you click this a drop down menu will suggest different colour options. 
Select ‘RGB’ and next to the # you can type in colour of your choice of the Grabient website. 
Do this again with the second colour. Then if you want to change the direction of the 
gradient, select the ‘Gradient Tool’ in the tool menu and click and drag across the shape to 
change the direction of the colour depth.  
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https://www.grabient.com/

